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By Richard OuzounianTheatre Critic
[bookmark: _GoBack]Okay, so it’s that great American shopping weekend where Black Friday follows Thanksgiving Thursday and some people stretch the whole affair out through Monday. You’ve probably got your sights set on Buffalo and that’s a cool thing, because the bargains at the Walden Galleria ( www.waldengalleria.com)and the Fashion Outlets of Niagara ( www.fashionoutletsniagara.com) are fine places to go.
But there’s a lot more you could consider doing in Buffalo this weekend, to have a good time, broaden your mind and remind yourself that man does not live by 75% off sales alone.
The Darwin Martin House ( www.darwinmartinhouse.org) is high on everyone’s list, because it proves that Buffalo has the Wright stuff. Frank Lloyd Wright, that is. This is one of his most emblematic houses and it’s being lovingly restored by a staff who can communicate their enthusiasm and knowledge to even a novice visitor. Lots of tours this weekend. Don’t pass it by.
Graycliff ( www.graycliffestate.org) is the gorgeous summer home that Wright also designed for the Martin family and it’s only recently been brought back to life after years of use as a seminary and boarding school by Hungarian priests. The beauty of the natural setting is only rivaled by Wright’s own dynamic work and another first-rate staff. 20 minutes from downtown Buffalo. Tours all weekend, but reserve!
Shea’s Performing Arts Centre ( www.sheas.org) may very well be the most splendid theatre I’ve ever seen from that golden era of entertainment palaces in the first quarter of the 20th century. What is most stunning about the building is that after nearly being demolished, it’s been restored as close as possible to its original glory by a crew of devoted volunteers. Book a tour if you can. (716- 847-1410, ext.184.)
When it comes to art Galleries, the excellent eclectic collection at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery ( www.albrightknox.org) gets most of the attention, but I was blown away by its more modern sister across the street, the Burchfield Penny Arts Centre ( www.burchfieldpenney.org), an ambitious venue with all the space and imagination needed to display mind-blowing works like the multi-disciplinary weather studies being mounted this fall. Pay it a visit.
Buffalo has a thriving theatre scene so don’t feel you have to crash after a day of shopping. You can find out all the deets at www.theatreallianceofbuffalo but if I could make one recommendation, it would be the imaginative folks at MusicalFare Theatre ( www.musicalfare.com). They’ve produced 125 productions in the past 25 years and their current show is the totally charming story of Edward Kleban, A Chorus Line’s lyricist. It’s called A Class Act and I wish we could see it in Toronto.
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