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Set high on a cliff with sweeping views over Lake Erie, Graycliff stands as an architectural jewel awaiting your discovery.

Built between 1926 and 1929, the Graycliff estate was designed by the renowned American architect Frank Lloyd Wright for Isabelle R. Martin and her husband, Larkin Company executive Darwin D. Martin.

Graycliff served as the Martin summer home from 1927 to the mid-1940s. It is a complex of three buildings that includes the small Heat Hut, the 3,100 square-foot Foster House and the 6,500 square-foot Isabelle R. Martin House, all set amidst eight and a half acres of rolling lawns and gardens also designed by Wright.

Frank Lloyd Wright designed Graycliff for Isabelle Martin, and it was she who had the most influence over the design. Isabelle Martin’s failing vision led her to direct Wright to create structures full of sunlight and air. Wright fulfilled her wishes magnificently.

GRAYCLIFF IN-DEPTH TOUR
This two-hour tour focuses on Graycliff’s unique architectural features, and is led by a Senior Docent. Learn about the evolution of Wright’s plans for Graycliff during its design in the mid 1920s, and about Wright’s architecture, during the development of his mid-career natural or organic style. This is a tour for those who seek a more thorough understanding of Graycliff and Wright’s architecture.

MASTER ARCHITECTURAL TOUR
Led by Patrick Mahoney, vice president of the Graycliff Conservancy, or board members Joseph Blatz, (chair, collection committee) or Diane Schrenk (chair, education committee). This three hour tour focuses on architectural elements, with ample opportunity to ask questions and discuss Wright’s architecture, particularly that of his mid-career natural or organic style. Learn about Wright’s special design for Graycliff roofs, his solution to fire hazards, his inimitable approach to gutter and drainage systems, and other aspects of Wright’s design unique to Graycliff.

TWILIGHT TOURS AT GRAYCLIFF
The cares of the work-a-day world will drift away as you experience the tranquility of a Summer Twilight at Graycliff. Frank Lloyd Wright imbued his design of Graycliff with what he called repose: the simplicity and calm of splendid architecture set amidst verdant acres of grounds on the brim of the lake. Graycliff’s rich history and architectural splendor, set against the serenity of Lake Erie, can be yours for a summer twilight. Listen to the sounds of the water lapping against the shore, the cool breeze rustling the tall old trees, the birds calling to each other. Enjoy a leisurely guided tour, and then relax with a glass of wine, coupled with a selection of tasty cheeses and summer fruits.

