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$1M price tag for Graycliff grounds

Business First of Buffalo - by Tracey Drury Business First

Restoring the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Graycliff Estate in Derby will involve more than just the buildings and structures on the grounds. A new cultural landscape report for the historic site outlines the steps necessary to restore the grounds as well, with projects that could top $1 million. 

The agency received national recognition for its restoration efforts this week from the Cultural Landscape Foundation. Those efforts also received a major boost with a $477,522 grant from the state Environmental Protection Fund. 

The preliminary Graycliff Cultural Landscape Report calls for a series of projects aimed at regaining missing and degraded aspects of the original landscape design to allow for an improved interpretation and visitor experience at the site. 

In a Wright restoration project, gardens and grounds are just as important as the buildings, both architecturally and historically, says Patricia O'Donnell, principal at Heritage Landscapes, the Vermont-based consulting firm that created the report over a three-year period. 

"(Wright) says the building and site are one, they are an integral whole, so we're approaching it from that perspective," she says. "The massing of the buildings and the landscape relationships work together. Those are very important to Graycliff. We're trying to build a dialogue between the lake, the house and this high perch." 

Projects include restoring the west lawn and esplanade, while incorporating sustainability considerations. Features to be restored include a sunken garden and evergreen garden, along with a stone seat and stair tower and historic vegetation patterns. 

Other recommendations include addressing the deterioration of the shoreline and cliff and restoring historic views to the lake. 

O'Donnell worked closely with the Graycliff Conservancy Inc., the nonprofit group responsible for restoring and operating the site, to create a plan for restoring the 8.4 acres of landscaped gardens and grounds. She says the report -- a near 500-page tome -- is intended to be a research compendium and reference source, as well as a guide for the future for where Graycliff should go. 

Designed by Wright in 1926, Graycliff was built as the summer home for Larkin Co. executive Darwin Martin and his wife, Isabelle. Graycliff is listed as a state landmark on the National Register of Historic Places. 

