Stick 'Em Award
 Since 1994, every year Chuck Goodrich has passed out this award to an official who has either done something in a game or has had something done to him that merits commentary. A citation is presented to the recipient, and a 1950’s vintage lacrosse stick is his trophy to keep for one year. The "Stick 'Em" Award was donated by Chuck Goodrich. 
	1994
	Art Cardella
	1999
	Chester Partacz

	1995
	Dave Feickert
	2000
	Tom Sutton

	1996
	Tom Wright
	2001
	Mike Binkowski

	1997
	 Tom Burr
	2002
	Chuck Goodrich

	1998
	Norm Vogt
	 
	 


History of the Stick 'Em Award   by Chuck Goodrich 
In 1994 Williamsville had a coach who was a jerk who managed to offend the sensibilities of nearly every official who worked his games. Art Cardella had just a bit too much one day when this unnamed coach followed him off the field, continuing to hammer him with verbal insults and criticism in front of fans and teams.  Finally Art  stopped walking to his car, turned around, faced him and said, "You are an a******, you always were and you always will be one." Or something to that effect. Of
course that was conduct unbecoming an official and we all had to apologize for Artie's saying what all of us were thinking. At the end of this season I found an old wooden stick dating back to the prehistoric 1950's of lacrosse, so I decided to award it each year to an official who did something during the season to call attention in an amusing way to the adventures of our hardworking officials.
    Dave Feickert in 1995 was attacked by a Gonawanda player who didn't like a call he had made.
    In 1996 Tommie Wright had to work a difficult Will South-Grand Island game all alone, because his partner went to West Seneca, instead of checking translation text for abbreviations; WSen and WS were too close, so next year I changed it to WillS, thanks to Tom's unnamed partner. Anyway, there were multiple fouls and expulsion fights in this game that Tom worked alone. He had presence of mind to make every player stop exactly where he was and sit down  while he sorted things out, with thehelp of the coaches. Needless to say, Tom was not a happy traveler when he called me that evening.
    Then in 1997 Tom Burr was earning his merit badge by working a mod game at Orchard Park. Gene Tundo, varsity head coach, came over to watch his team of the future and couldn't resist chipping away a bit at Tom. Tom threw a conduct foul at him, and Tundo said he was not the coach and
should not receive a foul. Tom snapped back at him that he was head coach and in effect was coach, then walked away. Tundo shut up. That act of Tom took balls, so he won the award that year.
    Norm Vogt was working a Will South game with me in 1998; he was bench-side official at midfield when I called a foul way down at goalline. Coach Utz, in his characteristic way, protested the call to Norm as Norm called in the penalty, and Norm just rolled his eyes at him. A minute or so later the quarter ended and Coach Utz asked me how I could make such a call, and before I could think of anything to say or whether to say nothing, he continued, "Your partner agreed with me." I asked,
"What?" Andy's reply was a classic and earned Norm a spot in the hall of fame: "You bet, when I told him how could Goodrich make that call, he rolled his eyes." So Norm won it that year for rolling his eyes.
    In 1999 Chester Partacz in a mod game let the table kids take a timeout so that a pizza could be delivered. 
    2000-Salamanca coach Stevens was having a good time beating Silver Creek 20-2. Somewhere in this game there was a loose ball push in front of the crease and before Tom had finished his ruling, Coach Stevens bellowed out, “That wasn’t a loose ball, that was possession.”  Without
missing a beat, Tom changed his ruling, saying, “According to Salamanca coach, it wasn’t a loose ball, so I will make him happy by saying it was a push with possession; 30-second penalty on Salamanca.” Later Tom said, “Both coaches should have been happy by my ruling change. But it was
Salamanca who did the pushing.”
    2001---When Will South coach kept running his mouth and bullying officials as his team was losing to Will North, Mike Binkowski not only threw a penalty but also spent about two minutes loudly and angrily dressing down Coach Utz for his unacceptable behavior. No one at that game missed the message:  “Shut up now or you will be sitting in the bus for the rest of the game.” This lengthy speech caused a remarkable change in the behavior of the coach and his team.  
