February, 2010

February brings so many interesting celebrations and commemora-

tions into our lives. It is Black History Month, American Heart Month,
National Dental Month, Chocolate Lover's Month and National Bird
Feeding Month! We celebrate Groundhog Day, Candlemas, Chinese

New Year, Valentine’'s Day, President's Day and Mardi Gras. Our |

Jewish brethren celebrate Purim and we Christians begin the holy
season of Lent with Ash Wednesday. There is so much packed into
the shortest month of the year.

For those of us on an academic calendar February reminds us that
we are halfway through another school year.
gins and with it the relentless plunge toward finals, Regents exams
and the end of another school year. February begins new semester
courses for some students.
hard for the remainder of their full year courses. While all of this is
happening our 9", 10™ and 11™ graders will be selecting courses for
next year and our seniors will be hearing from colleges and making
one of the biggest decisions of their lives.

What can you do to help?

Make sure you come to the Parent-Teacher Conference on

February 23. Edline is great but there is nothing like face-to-
face contact with your daughter’s teachers.
Help them make wise decisions when selecting courses for
next year. If you are not sure about what your daughter
should be taking, talk to her counselor. Be informed and help
your daughter make informed decisions.
This is a stressful time for seniors making college choices.
Help them make informed and wise decisions. They need
your input now more than ever.
As far as second semester is concerned, help us to help your
daughter. Ask questions about school and homework and by
all means contact her teachers or counselor.
Pray! I'm serious. Pray for your daughter and her teachers.
Pray with your daughter. Take the opportunity as we enter
the Lenten season to not only pay attention to the academic
side of your daughter’s life but to the spiritual side as well.
The benefits and blessings will be numerous.

God bless you all. Pray for us here at MMA as we pray for you.

Sincerely,

Paulette Gaske

Principal

Second semester be- |-
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New Classroom Goes Beyond the Walls
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Living the Mount Mercy Mission
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REMINDERS

PARENT-TEACHER
CONFERENCES

PARENT-TEACHER
CONFERENCES
TO BE HELD
FEBRUARY 23, 2010
5:00 PM-7:30 PM

NO APPOINTMENTS
NECESSARY

COURSE SELECTIONS

On Saturday, February 16, 2010,
the newly accepted members of
the incoming freshman class for
September 2010 will be selecting
courses and receiving schedules
for next year. Letters will be sent
home regarding scheduled
appointment times.

RING DAY CEREMONY

Parents, family and friends are
invited to attend the Mount Mercy
Ring Day Ceremony for members
of the Class of 2011 in the Mercy
Center Chapel on February 11,
2010 at 7:00 PM. Please RSVP
mwalsh@mtmercy.org or 825-8796
x 304 if you and other family mem-
bers plan to attend the reception
immediately following the cere-
mony. THANK YOU!

SUNY FINANCIAL AID DAY

The SUNY Statewide Student Fi-
nancial Aid Day will be held on Sat-

urday, February 27 ™.

SUNY Campuses across New York
State will offer financial aid work-

shops. A number of campuses will

also provide hands-on assistance

from SUNY financial aid profes-
sionals in completing the Free Ap-

plication for Federal Student Aid

(FAFSA). Students may register
online at www.suny.edu/
studentevents _or by calling the
SUNY Recruitment Response Cen-
ter at 1-800-342-3811.




Congratulations to....

Mrs. Teresa Melonson
Campus Minister at Moun
Mercy Academy. Mrs. Melon
son has been awarded one

four Oishei Scholarships fof

the Teacher Leadership prg
gram at Canisius College. Th

of

e

purpose of the Leadership Program is to help

current teachers develop leadership sk

s

and prepare them to take on position of lead-

ership within their school.
The program includes classes in Instry

tional Program Design and Emerging Issugs

in School Leadership. The program al
includes a research component. We appla
Mrs. Melonson for taking on the academ

challenge and are proud of her achievement.

MMA Freshman Rachel Singer

Merit Prize Winner in the 2009

the Big Read “Americarn
Dream” Essay Contest at th
Erie County Public Library.
Her essay was featured in tf
Buffalo News “NEXT” magazine. Well dong
Rachel!

MMA Vocalists who have qualified fg

the Erie County Junior and Senior High Allt

County Chorus under the direction of Mus
Director Mr. Fred Kirisits:

Nicole Vertino
1st Soprano

Desiree Desiderio  Marjorie Bishop
2nd Soprano Alto

Evania Santiano Colleen Burke
Alto 1st Soprano

Paige Ogden
1st Soprano

Lauren Buzzanca Kyra Krafchak
Alto Alto
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MMA Student Reflection
Catholic Health Partnership
M*A*S*H Camp Experience

by Sophomore Kelly Hess

Attending the Maternity M*A*S*H Camp at Mercy Hos-
pital to learn about medical technology jobs and working
environments broadened our horizons. Ms. Mary Ann Murphy, the
nurse who showed us around the ward, was very passionate about
her job, verifying our interest in future careers in the medical field. The
information given was extensive and interesting. She showed us each
department of the Maternity Ward, including the patient rooms and
equipment used in each department, and introduced us to the doctors.
When we first arrived, Ms. Murphy showed us the nursery. In
the nursery, there was a baby girl who was born the previous day. |
am pretty sure this was everyone’s
favorite part of the tour. She pointed
out how every baby needs to be
clothed, how they are identified with
their mother, and the nurse’s role in
this department of the ward. The
baby needed a warm hat covering
her ears, a blanket and an ID sen-
sor. The ID sensor goes off when
the baby gets too close to the exit.
This ID makes sure that the baby’s
mother is the only one who is able
to take the baby out of the hospital. The nurses in the nursery are
trained specifically to help keep the babies healthy in their first days
of life.

Ms. Mary Ann Murphy, R.N., guides MMA

students on a tour through the Mercy|
Hospital Maternity Ward as part of the
MMA —Catholic Health Partnership

After visiting the nursery, we were showed the special care
nursery. The special care nursery is for babies who have special
needs after birth. For example, if a baby is born prematurely, or if a
baby has low blood sugar, the baby will go to the special care nursery
for more specific care. This nursery can care for babies born up to ten
weeks early. Ms. Murphy pointed out that the environment of this
special care nursery was different from the regular nursery. We no-
ticed that the lights in this nursery were dimmed and were told it was
much warmer in this nursery, more like it would be in the womb. It
was interesting to find out things that we never knew before this ex-
perience.

We were told about the multiple job positions that are held in
this labor and delivery department. In the birthing room we were told
about different types of delivery, and the role of the nurses that aid
mothers through labor. Ms. Murphy told us many stories of her job in
this room, all of them very inspiring and touching to hear. We were
shown renovated post-partum rooms and how they are made to be
very family friendly.

The experience was very reassuring that careers in the
health care field is where we want to be. We enjoyed it thoroughly and
learned interesting information about the Maternity Ward. Ms. Mary
Ann Murphy was very knowledgeable and taught us a lot about this
hospital ward. We all had a great time and learned so much about the
Maternity Ward. It was a great experience!

Living Environment Review
Tuesday After School
2:45 - 3:30pm
Friday Morning 7:30 - first bell

Chemistry Review
Thursday After School
2:45 - 3:30pm
Wed. morning 7:30 - first bell



Mt. Mercy Academy Responds

Only about a half an hour into the year 2010, a terrible accident oc-
curred on Route 400, injuring four young people on their way home from First
Night activities and the celebrated New Year's Eve ball drop in downtown
Buffalo. A young man, critically injured, did not survive. Two young women
were badly shaken, one losing consciousness for a brief time, the other able
to phone for medical assistance, and the third seriously hurt.

Two of the passengers involved in the one-car crash were Mt. Mercy
students, sisters Mary (Marsie) and Emily Gangloff. Marsie is a senior and
Emily a freshman at MMA. Marsie was the only person conscious after the
accident and able to dial 911 for help. Emily was severely injured and in
desperate need of medical attention. The incident brought immediate re-
sponse from the Mt. Mercy Academy community. Everyone was eager to
offer whatever help the Gangloff family needed. In an effort to coordinate the
numerous suggestions and ideas on how to assist the family, the Vision of
Mercy Committee held an emergency meeting and decided to find out what
the immediate needs of the family were and how to best respond.

The first request from the family was for prayers for Emily, whose
status remained critical. On January 4", the day school resumed after the
Christmas holiday break, the entire faculty and student body gathered to-
gether to offer prayers for Emily, the other victims of the crash, and their
families. The sincerity of the prayers offered by friends, classmates and
teachers was heartfelt, all so aware of the gravity of the situation.

Once efforts were coordinated and underway, and contact was made
with the Gangloff family, a suggestion made by MMA Art Teacher Ms. Jac-
queline Welch came forth which would unite the Mercy community together
in an effort to let Emily know that we were thinking of her and praying for her.
Ms. Welch knew of the Japanese legend of the crane, which is said to live for
a thousand years and bring good health and happiness to those in need.
When someone in need makes or receives 1000 paper cranes, the person’s
wish is said to come true. Ms. Welch and her talented and patient students
moved swiftly to teach the entire student body, faculty and staff the art of
origami paper folding to create the 1000 paper cranes for Emily. In less than
a week’s time, the paper cranes were created and delivered in several huge
plastic bags to Emily’s hospital room.

We are pleased to be able to report that at this time, Marsie is back
in school and Emily is improving much more rapidly than first anticipated by
her doctors, and will continue her recovery at home.
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MOUNT MERCY ACADEMY PROUDLY ANNOUNCES
2010-2011 ACADEMIC HONORS AND SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Scholarships are based on High School Entrance ExaResults

ALUMNAE SCHOLARSHIP

Full four year tuition to the student scoring highen the Catholic High Entrance Exam
$ &9/ ;& %
PRINCIPAL'S SCHOLARSHIP

Four year half-tuition to the student scoring setbighest on the Catholic High School Entrance Exam
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CATHERINE McAULEY SCHOLARSHIP

Four year $1,500.00 academic scholarship award#tetillowing students
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MOUNT MERCY ACADEMY ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP

Four year $1,000.00 academic scholarship award#tetillowing students
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MOUNT MERCY ACADEMY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

One year $500.00 academic scholarship awardecttiwllowing students
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