
coln, but that to pass through you must 
pay an eight dollar toll! We spent the 
majority of the morning touring and 
sightseeing on the bus. Around lunch 
time we stepped into a world of bar-
gains and back rooms! 
 We went to Chinatown, some-
where mostly everyone loves to shop. In 
Chinatown, we were able to haggle 
about prices and shop for knock-off 
purses, which were often located in back 
rooms where some seniors secretly 
made deals. Next, we went to Macyõs 
and Herald Square, which was a bit dif-
ferent then the shops of Chinatown. For 
dinner, we went to Planet Hollywood, 
which was followed by walking around 
Time Square at night. To top off the 
night we went to Rockefeller Center. 
The top of the Rockefeller Center, also 
known as the òTop of the Rock,ó is a 
whopping seventy stories high.  Even 
though the fog prevented us from see-
ing the lovely view, we still can still say 
we went all the way to the top. 
 Sunday we were out by 8:15 
because we didnõt want to be late for 
Mass. We had the pleasure of attending 

 From November 13th to Novem-
ber 16th our very own Mount Mercy sen-
iors embarked on a four day trip to the Big 
Apple, also known as New York City. It 
was a weekend of fun and laughter, but 
also a weekend of tiredness and aching 
feet. From the eight hour bus ride there, to 
the hours of shopping and sightseeing, it 
was a trip that the seniors will not soon 
forget. 
 On Friday afternoon right after 
school the seniors loaded on to coach 
buses and headed to the big city. It was an 
eight hour bus ride, but as most of you 
know when a group of Mercy girls get to-
gether it is never dull and boring. We 
watched movies and did many other things 
to keep ourselves occupied. Around 11:00 
at night we pulled into our hotel located in 
New Jersey.  It was a good first day but 
the weekend had barely just begun. There 
was much more to come throughout the 
weekend. 
 On Saturday, the girls were up 
bright and early, ready to go. Around 8:30 
we loaded the bus and made our way to 
the big city. In order to get there we went 
through the Lincoln Tunnel. One thing 
that was surprising about the tunnel was 
not that it was named after Abraham Lin-
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Around Buffalo by Kelsey Hayes (2011)  

New Feature: Senior Advice  

by Stephanie Koch (2010)  

The senior class has been asked to list three things that 
the underclassmen should know about and anticipate in 
the future. Most underclassmen are in a state of mind 
where they think they donõt have to worry about crucial 
issues in the impending future. These suggestions are 
merely a tool to help the underclassmen get an idea of 
what to expect in years to come. Senior year comes up 
fast and you need to be prepared and get serious. If the 
underclassmen take this advice seriously, they will have 
a better chance of succeeding in high school. Out of 
the 61 seniors that voted, the countless tips and sugges-

tions were narrowed down to five.  T 

The crowd was very into the concert 

this year. It was the biggest Kissmas 

bash yet!  

The Top Five Things Underclassmen Should Know: 
 

1. Do your homework: 49% 
2. Start the college process early: 36% 
3. Study: 16% 
4. Ask for help when you need it: 13% 
5. Have fun: 10% 

Seniors Emilie Miazga, Lauren 
Montroy, and Lori Nappo 
helps out on the first day of 
school for freshman.   

 On December 6th 2009, the annual Kissmas 
Bash concert took place at HSBC arena. For those 
of you that have never heard of Kissmas Bash or 
never attended one, Kissmas Bash is a concert held 
by the radio station Kiss 98.5 every December. The 
performers this year for Kissmas Bash were: Sean 
Kingston, Hey Monday, Cobra Starship, Jason 
Derulo, Kris Allen, and Keri Hilson. The concert 
was sold out one week before the date of the con-
cert. The area was filled with hundreds of screaming 
fans. Kissmas Bash was a huge hit and tickets to this 
event are pretty cheap. The prices ranged from 15 to 
75 dollars. Not a bad deal for a concert as big as this!  
 

 The concert is sponsored by Niagara Univer-
sity, Roswell ð For a World without Cancer, Scion, 
and Numu. Throughout the concert they have two 
huge screens next to the stage so even the people sit-
ting in the far back can still see the performers up 
close. On these screens, when the performers are get-
ting ready, you can text to the screens and if youõre 
lucky enough they show your texts in front of the 
whole area. During Corba Starshipõs performance the 
crowed started a huge wave. It was gradually building 
throughout their performance. The crowd was very 
into the concert this year. It was the biggest Kissmas 
bash yet! If you were not able to attend this year start 
saving for next December because if the next one sells 

like this yearõs there may not be any tickets left! T 

 
Sean 

Kingston 
performs 

at  
Kissmas 

Bash.   

 
The crowd 
enjoys their 

time at HSBC 
Arena.   

 
American Idol winner Kris Allen wows the crowd.    



 On November 6th, 7th and 8th 
Bishop Timon and Mount Mercy 
held their annual musical. This year, 
Timon and Mercy did My Fair 
Lady.  Stephanie Klajbor played the 
role of Eliza Doolittle and Scott 
Marciniak played the role of Henry 
Higgins. With the help of the other 
talented actors the musical was a 
huge success. 
            Before the musical could 
start a lot of hard work had to be 
done.  Jerry Kegler was the man in 
charge of crew. He did a fabulous 
job organizing and planning the 

meetings, at which crew mem-
bers gathered to prepare the 
sets, wardrobe, and props light-
ing and sound. These students 
worked very long hours. Many 
crew members worked up to 
three hours on a school day and 
about eight hours on the week-
ends. While crew was hard at 
work, cast was practicing their 
lines and learning their dances. 
Everyone lent their voices to the 
musical. Everyone played an 
important role in the play and 
behind the scenes. On opening 

night everyone shook off the 
nerves and got warmed up. It was a 
long weekend but it couldnõt have 

gone any better!   T 

Page 3 A Big Hit! My Fair Lady  is a success!  

Book Review: Ballads of Suburbia  by Stephanie Kuehnert  

 Ballads of Surburbia is the sophomore novel of 
author Stephanie Kuehurt (I Wanna Be Your Joey Ramone). 
It follows one Kara McNaughton and the colorful cast of 
characters that are her friends in a 1990s Chicago suburb. 
Kara and her friends are all interested in the alternative 
music scene, and this is the common factor that unites 
the ragtag band of teenagers. They spend most of their 
time at concerts, parties and a Scoville Park, a local teen 
hangout. The novel starts with Kara in college, returning 
to her hometown years after her rather infamous exit at 
the end of her junior year. Kara has always loved ballads, 
or in her mind, the simple songs that tell the stories of 
oneõs life, and the many ways theyõve managed to screw it 
up.  
 The chapters of the book are interspersed with 
the main characterõs ballads, stories of their lives and the 
events that have influenced them. Kara and her friends all 
come from different types of broken homes: their parents 
are either divorced, dead, or absent. They come up with 
unconventional and self-destructive ways to deal with 
their depression, anger, and confusion over the state of 
their lives that involve using drugs, alcohol and self-injury 
as a crutch to deal with their problems. Kuehurt weaves a 
disturbing tale about teenage addiction, and devastatingly 
details the catastrophic results of burning the candle at 
both ends. Kara and her friends give a new, truly heart-
wrenching definition of living fast and dying young. Four 
years after Kara leaves Oak Park, she returns, ready to 
closely examine the years that her family life fell apart, 
she started running with a new gang of friends, fell in 

love with two different boys, one who drove her into her 
drug habit and the other who let it almost claim her life. 
Kara finally reads her friendõs ballads, discovering their 
deepest secrets and fears, and decides that her ballad is a 
mixture of all the stories of her friends, interwoven with a 
few tales of her own. She decides to use her blossoming 
skills as a writer to make a screenplay honoring both her 
dead and living friends. She lays the groundwork for a 
story that encompasses their music, the ideals, their 
dream, fears, shortcomings and downfalls.  
 Kuehurt skillfully maneuvers sensitive subjects 
with a blunt grace, leaving you with a novel that leaves 
you exhilarated and saddened at the same time. Kuehurt 
is most definitely a gifted writer, worth reading and 

watching for in the future.  T 

by Katie Hayes (2013)  

The cast of My Fair Lady performs 
a scene at Bishop Timon St. Jude.   



vampires and werewolves) donõt always 
have a choice about how their life ends 
up.  

Seeing this movie on the day it 
was premiered was a different experience 
then just seeing any other movie on any 
given day. The theater was packed and 
you could feel the sense of anticipation. 
Some got so into it that when the two 
male costars, Edward and Jacob, entered 
the scene, cheers burst through the audi-
ence. Also throughout the movie, the 
crowd was very enthusiastic and in-
volved. The movie New Moon received 3 
out of 4 stars from The Buffalo News. It 
was said to be a large improvement over 
Twilight, but in order to find out what 
happens youõll have to go see it and form 

your own opinion!  T 

Page 4 Movie Review: New Moon  

A Little More Than Vampires & Werewolves  

by Abby Webster (2010)  

gins with her birthday when a traumatic 
experience involving a paper cut pushes 
Edward and his family away.   Just like 
that ð they are gone, as if they never ex-
isted!  At one point or another we have all 
lost someone in our life, whether it was a 
friend, family member, or just someone 
we knew.  Regardless of who it was, it is a 
very hard thing to deal with. Like us, Bella 
has a very hard time dealing with this. She 
is then befriended by Jacob, who helps her 
somewhat.   Of course, he cannot protect 
her forever and true love seems to have a 
way of showing itself.  This movie is 
about many things. Yes, itõs about love, 
but it is about more than one kind of love: 
romantic love, friendship love, and family 
love.  Each is a different form, yet all co-
exist in New Moon and all are a very impor-
tant factor in life. It shows how hard life 
can be at times and how some people (and 

Recently, on November 20th, 
New Moon was released and was a big 
hit, seen by many and loved by most.  
New Moon is the sequel to the movie 
Twilight, based on the book series writ-
ten by Stephanie Meyer. It was said to 
be better than the first movie, Twilight.  
Staring in the movie are Kristen Stew-
art, Robert Pattinson, and Taylor laut-
ner. It is placed in the genre of romantic 
fantasy film . To some New Moon is 
nothing more than a movie about vam-
pires and werewolves. At first glance it 
sounds somewhat absurd, but if you 
were to look in deeper at the plot youõd 
see that it is much more than an unreal-
istic story about fictional creatures. 

Bella Swan is 18 years old, in 
love with a vampire, and best friends 
with a werewolf. Most will admit she is 
not your typical senior. The movie be-

Movie Review: New Moon  

Follow -up to September/October Art icle  

       At 12:01 A.M. on Friday, November 20th, the second movie installment of the Twilight saga, New Moon, premiered in 
movie theaters everywhere. People loved it, as they watched actors like Taylor Lautner and Robert Pattinson for about two 
hours. Ask anyone who is familiar with the books, and they will tell you that the movie was extremely similar to the book. I 
reread the book before going to see the movie, and overall, the movie was great. However, I think there were two parts that 
should've been changed. When Bella, Edward, and Alice are with the Volturi, Alice shows them a vision she has had of Bella, 
and the glimpse we get of it is just plain cheesy and unrealistic. It shows Bella and Edward running in slow-motion through a 
forest, and when watching it, it just makes you shake your head and wonder if it was really important. The other questionable 
scene was the last scene, and whether or not it was a result of time restraints, or perhaps the producers wanted a cliffhanger. 
Either way it was designed and executed poorly. The movie ends with a very important question from Edward without Bella's 
answer, but the book elaborates much more on the particular question.  
      Overall, the whole movie was very accurate, from the scenery and props, to lines and scenes taken exactly from the book. 
Besides those two less-than-stellar scenes, the movie lived up to all its hype. If you haven't seen it yet, check it out before itõs 

too late!   T 

by Lee Haggerty (2013)  


