[image: image1.jpg]


       



Contact:  Steve Schroeder, President, IFSEA  775.825.2665

        
      
Alt. Contact:  Michelle Hackman, VP, Synergy Communications  775.224.4152
                                 July 21, 2009
IFSEA & Ed Manley Take Food Safety Symposium to Kuwait
The below article is published in the Army Times.

(Army Times, Kuwait) - Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, was the site of a Food Safety Symposium attended by 37Army and four Navy food service personnel, most currently serving in Iraq (Camp Victory and others) and Afghanistan (FOB Bagram and others), as well as personnel from Fort McPherson.  Timed around the quarterly Menu Board meeting, personnel went to great lengths to get to the class, which is very important for their career in the military and for their transition to civilian life after the drawdown.  A number of the personnel were National Guard and several of those will find themselves seeking employment when they return.

During the four intense days of training, the 41 students, who ranged in rank from SPC to CW4, earned 119 professional certification credentials: 

Master Certified Food Executive (MCFE)
Certified HACCP Manager (CHM)
Certified Professional Food Manager (CPFM) - food safety

The Symposium was hosted by CW4 Raymond Patrick, following up on two classes they set up at Fort Bragg since the AVOTEC program was funded.

The program was presented by Mr. Ed Manley, president of E. H. Manley and Associates, which does this training worldwide at such interesting locations as the White House, Vice President's Residence, CNO residence, the Pentagon, Korea, Japan, Germany, Italy and bases and ships around the world.  Today over 3000 students have earned over 6000 certifications through these
classes, with a long list of testimonials from personnel who have received promotions, pay raises and special assignments, both in and after the military.

The program is sponsored by the International Food Service Executives Association (IFSEA), which also sponsors the Army's Phillip A. Connelly Award for food service excellence.

Mr. Manley described the experience as a "thrill of a lifetime" to be able to provide the soldiers with a positive career building experience in the midst of a trying time in their life.  They were so thrilled to be there, challenged by the material, and appreciative to the Army for the opportunity.  He further stated that the AVOTEC program, and related Navy Credentialing program, is the best thing to happen to military personnel since the GI Bill.  President Obama and others are pushing education, 

certifications, and aiming the U. S. back to premier status in the world through education, so this is perfectly timed to put soldiers and sailors in the best position to compete.  Additionally, according to the DOD slide show on credentialing, the military is provided with a more motivated, better trained professional through the information learned while achieving these credentials.

Mr. Manley further acknowledged the outstanding work of the AVOTEC team, especially Mrs. Carol Anne Hammersen, for being able to keep up with the deluge of work related to this special program which was thrust upon them without a lot of notice.  They have worked tirelessly to educate the soldiers on this new process, and to process their forms for classes which had to be put together on sometimes very short notice.  Hats off to the AVOTEC team!!!!



About International Food Service Executives Association (IFSEA)

The International Food Service Executives Association is a professional organization of more than one thousand professionals world-wide from the foodservice and hospitality industry.  Established in 1901, IFSEA is the industry’s oldest professional association.  IFSEA’s mission is to enhance the careers of its members through professional and personal development by providing professional certification, educational opportunities, networking, mentoring, and community service.  Activities also include international conferences, culinary competitions, food service excellence awards, student development, food safety education, and much more.

IFSEA has been a proud partner of the U.S. Military for more than 50 years.  The association assists the joint services of the Army, Navy, and Military Sealift Command by providing evaluations of Military food service programs, educational food classes, culinary competitions, and the Military Awards for Culinary Excellence. 

For more information on IFSEA, please visit www.IFSEA.com. 
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