Spring President’s Message
First Lady, Michelle Obama, spoke at SNA’s Legislative Conference on March 1, 2010 to a crowd of 750 members. 
 For me and many of the attendees present this was a once in a life time event.  It doesn’t matter your political orientation, to have a first lady speak at a conference is the ultimate experience.  She is a very polished speaker.  She recognized our hard work in feeding the children and asked for our support in her “Let’s Move” initiative.   Before her arrival, we were given instructions as to what the protocol would be.  First we had to leave the meeting room and take all our possessions with us.  We were instructed that we had to be back at 1:00 pm, that once we went through security, we must stay in the room.  We were told that we were to remain in our seats. If we wanted to take pictures, we had to do it from our seats.  If we left the room, we would not be able to return.  We were only to stand when the first lady entered and left the room.  Several of us from NYSNA left the room and got in line for the 1.5 hour wait to reenter the room and try to save seats for our group.   Security was set in place.  Lines were formed and we all waited in anticipation.  It was well worth the wait. New York State was represented by 35 members which included several industry members.   Our industry members are a great support to us and this is one avenue where you really see their dedication.  I can’t thank them enough for their continued show of support.
Area Directors are busy planning their spring workshops.  I encourage you to promote attendance to your chapter members..  Ask the area director how you may be able to help her.  Some chapters host the event, others bring baskets, and others sell raffle tickets.  Your support would go a long way to promote our mission statement which is to “promote excellence in child nutrition”.

SNA’s Spring Membership Drive is from March 1-April 30, 2010.  New York needs 6 people to meet the goal set for the state by SNA!  I know that we can do that.  Talk to your fellow workers and peers, don’t you want to be sitting in the room next time a first lady pays a visit?    I signed several of my staff as school district owned members, a new membership category established by SNA and available to New York this year.   Why not reward your workers with a state and national membership?  A school district membership is owned by a school district in the name of an individual that is transferable to another employee in the same category  if the original individual leaves the district’s employ.  Dues are the same as an individual membership.  
Chapter Leadership Day at SNA’s Annual National Conference is Saturday, July 10, 2010.  If you have never attended a conference, this would be a great time to do so.  There is a  scholarship available for  a school district employee if the Director pays to attend.  Check out SNA’s web site for all the details.  In addition to this scholarship, there are several others: one is a scholarship for anyone attempting to get a GED, one is a scholarship to help defray the cost of college. 

My year as President is at the half way mark.   I have enjoyed representing and serving you.  I am here for you if you need me.  Please don’t hesitate to call.  716-215-3144.
