First Lady Michelle Obama addressed more than 750 attendees of the School Nutrition Association’s (SNA) annual Legislative Action Conference, in Washington, D.C.  
Can you believe!  This was a once in a life time for me and the other 34 delegates from New York State who attending the conference.  To have a first lady speak and support our programs is just amazing!

“You don’t just shape the future of individual students—you shape the future of America,” said Mrs. Obama. “For decades, we have looked to you for help in achieving our nation’s most urgent priorities. Let’s rally the country around a single, ambitious goal that kids born today reach a healthy weight by the time they become adults.”

“I am thrilled that you have agreed to work with us to meet this goal,” the First Lady concluded. “We are going to need everything you’ve got. We will need your ideas—both big and small. Let’s be clear, the only way we’re going to solve [the problem of child obesity] is by working together.”

Other renown speakers for the conference were the following;

· Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack 
· Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services Kevin Concannon 

· Deputy Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services Janey Thornton 

· Representative Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.) 

· Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 

This was the most impressive list of dignitaries and show of support for our association that I have seen.
Are you “Ready, Set, Go!” for National School Breakfast Week?

National School Breakfast Week (March 8-12, 2010) 
Area Directors are preparing their annual workshop in your area.  They have worked hard to bring you information you can use.  Please support them by attending the one in your area.
New Online Scholarship Application Available Now

The School Nutrition Foundation (SNF) has posted the online applications for the following scholarships: the Winston Industries/SNF Build Your Future Scholarship, the ANC First Timer Scholarship, the SNF Professional Grown Scholarship, the Schwan’s Food Service Scholarship, and the Nancy Curry Scholarship.  The deadline for all applications is April 1, 2010.  The new online application process is easy to use. Go to http://www.schoolnutrition.org/scholarships for application instructions. If you have any questions, please contact SNF at scholarships@schoolnutrition.org.  

12. GED Jump Start Scholarship

The GED Jump Start Scholarship provides eligible individuals with funds to pay for GED classes, GED study materials, and the GED test fee. To qualify for the scholarship the applicant must be a School Nutrition Association member, not currently has a high school diploma or a GED diploma, and plan on earning a GED within one year of receiving the scholarship. Applications are processed on a rolling basis, so there is no deadline.  To access and download the application visit http://www.schoolnutrition.org/scholarships.

